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to expand. In 19 19, however, the Re
gents recognized the desirability of main
taining the Review as an educational fac
tor and appropriated a sum of money
for its support. With this money some
office assistance was secured, circulars
were sent out and the subscription list
was increased several hundred per cent
in one year.
Relations with Bar Association
In 1921 the Bar Association of Michi
gan, recognizing the value of this type
of publication to the legal profession en
tered into an agreement with the Review
whereby they acquired the use of its
plates for the publication of the Michi
gan Bar Association Journal.
Covers a Wide Territory
Subscribers to the Review range from
Maine to California and its value is
recognized in every state of the Union.
In a recent important decision of the
United States Supreme Court much of
one of the opinions was based on cita
tions to the Review. Inclusive of the
subscription list of the Bar Association
Journal the circulation of the Law Re
view is now, so far as the writer can
learn, exceeded only by one magazine
of its type.
WHAT THE AMERICAN LAW INSTITUTE MEANS TO
THE LAW SCHOOL
Purpose and Significance of the Legal Gathering at Washington
By Professor Herbert F. Goodrich
\\T HILE in no sense a law school
affair, the American Law Insti
tute is so intimately connected with the
progress of the law and legal education
that it justifies mention here. The Insti
tute was organized at a meeting of
judges, lawyers and law teachers, held
in Washington in February, 1923. Its
membership roll lists many names of dis
tinction in law and public life; Elihu
Root is honorary president, George W.
Wickersham is president. Among those
on the council are such men as John W.
Davis, Judge Benjamin N. Cardozo,
Judge Learned Hand, John G. Milburn
and Judge Arthur P. Rugg.
Purpose of the Institute
The purpose of the Institute is the re
statement of the existing common or
judge-made law in clear and accurate
fashion. It is hoped that such a state
ment, if carefully made, will be of just
enough value to commend itself to courts
as of sufficient authority to be accepted.
even though not backed by the force of
legislative fiat. No scheme of codifica
tion for legislative enactment is contem
plated. The need for such an undertak
ing as that of the Institute is clear. Ap
pellate courts in this country are turning
out nearly 30,000 written decisions a
year. This is in addition to the output
of law produced by our state legislatures
and the federal congress. The Institute
hopes that a carefully prepared state
ment of principles will help to eliminate
some of the unfortunate confusion now
existing, and existing through no one"?
fault, through the tremendous multipli
cation of authorities.
Start Already Made
A start has been made upon the re
statement of several branches of the law.
Torts and Conflict of Laws were chosen
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for immediate attention because of the
difficult nature of the subject matter.
Agency and Contracts are the others
which have been designated for first con
sideration. The work will consist of
two parts: one a concise statement of
principles stated so far as possible in
direct form as a rule of law; the other
a treatise discussing points in detail and
collecting and classifying decisions and
other authorities.
Work Done by Teachers
In the preparation of the restatement
teachers of law are naturally called upon
to carry a large part of the work. One
is chosen, designated the Reporter, on
whom devolves the duty of preparing
the statement. He submits portions of
his copy, from time to time, to an ad
visory board, whose members meet with
the Reporter and criticize and discuss the
material line by line and sometimes word
by word. When a satisfactory state
ment is completed it will be submitted to
the Council and then to the members of
the Institute. If approved it will be pre
sented to the bar and the public as the
Institute's statement of the American
law. The scheme therefore requires co
operation by the bench, the bar and the
schools. So far the outlook is very hope
ful for the accomplishment of results of
real and lasting value.
Part Played by Michigan Men
The Law School of the University of
Michigan is and will continue to be inti
mately connected with this movement for
the improvement of the law. Dean Henry
M. Bates was one of the organizers of
the Institute; he has been a member of
the Council from the beginning. Mr.
H. F. Goodrich is a member of the ad
visory committees in Torts and Conflict
of Laws. Others of the Faculty will be
called upon as more subjects are under
taken for statement. Mr. F. R. Mechem,
once of Michigan, now of the University
of Chicago, is the Reporter for the law
of Agency. Two graduates of the
School were made members of the Coun
cil at the last meeting — Judge M. B.
Rosenberry, '93/, of the Wisconsin Su
preme Court, and Judge Rousseau A.
Burch, '85/, of the Supreme Court of
Kansas. Many other Michigan men are
among the distinguished lawyers and
judges making up the membership of the
Institute.
REVIVAL OF MOOT COURTS AT MICHIGAN
Organization and Operation of the Ancient Practice Among Students
By Professor Herbert F. Goodrich
V/f OOT courts in which law stu
dents argue law questions are not
new, for they run back for centuries in
the history of the English Inns of Court.
Neither are they new at Michigan, for
there have been several organizations in
former days in the Law School devoted
to the argument of cases among their
members. These voluntary societies died
out, for one reason or another, some
years ago. The Practice Court, part of
the regular curriculum of the Law
School, trains students in preparation of
pleadings, analysis of facts and presenta
tion of authorities and arguments. But
it comes in the third year of the course
and the size of present classes and the
pressure of other work has made it im-
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possible for each student to handle more
than one case. More work along this
line is desirable ; furthermore, it is ad
vantageous for the men to
learn to use the law books,
and to present constructive
argument on law problems
early in the course instead of
having it wait until the third
year.
Third Year Men Advisors
Clubs formed for the pur
pose of argument of moot
cases exist in varying num
bers at several of the best law
schools in the country.
From the students of the
Law School at Michigan
has come a movement for the establish
committee appointed for that purpose
have organized about twenty clubs of
first and second year men. Each club
is under the direction of a
third year man as adviser.
Arguments will start in a
few days and continue for
several weeks, until each
member of the various
clubs has participated in
at least one argument.
With this start it is ex
pected that the work can
begin without delay at the
beginning of the school
year next fall, when a
more elaborate program can
Contributor of Two Articles be undertaken. It is hoped
in This Issue. r
at that time, too, to begin a
series of inter-club contests, in addition
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ment of such clubs here. The third year
class took the initiative and through a
to the arguments between counsel in the
same club.
Western Conference University Alumni Banquet in
New York
/~)N Friday, March 2ist, the Second
Annual Banquet of the New York
Association of Western Conference Uni
versities, was held at The Astor, one
of the leading hostelries of New York.
List of Speakers
Among those scheduled to speak were :
James R. Angell, '90, A.M., '91, toast-
master, now President of Yale and a
graduate of the University of Michigan,
Alonzo Stagg, the nationally famous Ath
letic Director of the University of Chi
cago; W. A. Jessup, President of Iowa;
and Glen Frank, Editor of Century Mag
azine and a former Northwestern man.
A Few Special Features
There was also special entertainment
provided in the nature of violin selections
by Gilbert Ross, distinguished violinist,
of Wisconsin; the Castle Club Orchestra,
led by J. M. Friedlander, an Iowa man
and made up mostly of Iowa men; Man-
ton P. Marble, '10, a well known tenor
from Michigan, and other novelties.
Last year, the affair proved a tremen
dous success and was attended by sev
eral hundred. This year, an even larger
number was in attendance.
